University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

4-17-1991

Salvadoran Peace Talks: Summary Of
Developments, April 11 - 17
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Salvadoran Peace Talks: Summary Of Developments, April 11 - 17." (1991). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
noticen/5353

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 066990
ISSN: 1089-1560

Salvadoran Peace Talks: Summary Of Developments, April
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On April 4 in Mexico, Salvadoran government and military delegates, and members of the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) general command and field commanders
commenced a new round of private peace talks. Both sides said they are committed to putting
a ceasefire into effect in late May. The UN-mediated talks were tentatively set to continue for
up to 20 days. (See CAU 04/05/91 and 04/12/91 for previous coverage.) Summarized below are
events and statements related to the talks. April 11: The FMLN delegation submitted a proposal
calling for immediate debate and approval of a mandate for constitutional reform by the National
Assembly (requiring modification of Article 248 of the constitution). The three- year term of the
current Assembly expires at the end of April. The mandate for amendments would be passed
on to the succeeding Assembly; two successive assemblies must approve any constitutional
amendments. If the current assembly does not act on reforms, the next two assemblies would be
expected to, and that could mean a three-year wait. Twenty-nine rebel field commanders released
a joint communique expressing their full support of the FMLN delegation negotiating with the
government. The commanders also denounced stepped-up offensive operations by government
troops since April 4. April 12: Government and FMLN delegates participating in the peace talks in
Mexico agreed to a three-day recess. Rebeca Palacios, rebel commander and member of the FMLN
political-diplomatic commission, said that the government delegation had adopted a hard-line
position in discussions on the ceasefire, constitutional reform, and restructuring the armed forces.
She added that while the FMLN had presented concrete proposals, "thus far the other side has
proposed nothing." The US Embassy in San Salvador distributed a statement by Asst. Secretary
of State Bernard Aronson asserting that Washington fully supports a negotiated peace. According
to Aronson, "The sooner the parties reach a cease-fire, the sooner the United States can devote its
assistance, including military aid, in support of peace...We urge both sides at the negotiating table
to continue to show good will and flexibility...If they do, we are confident political agreement and a
cease-fire can be reached soon. The United States will endorse and support full implementation of
all accords reached by the parties at the negotiating table." US support, said the Embassy statement,
includes helping to finance ceasefire verification, and combatants' return to civilian life. In a Radio
Venceremos broadcast, the FMLN called on the US to contribute to the peace process by suspending
all military aid to El Salvador. Next, the rebels asserted that President Alfredo Cristiani appears to
have become more "inflexible" and "intransigent" because of a rightist campaign to delegitimize the
peace process. April 14: In San Salvador, Auxiliary Archbishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez told reporters
that he was concerned "about the intentions of right-wing groups who don't want to confront the
underlying reasons for the war, and who don't want to use the constitution as an instrument for
peace." The prelate pointed out that two civilians were killed and at least 100 government troops
and members of the FMLN had been killed or wounded in fighting during the past week. April 15:
In Mexico, FMLN comander Lorena Pena told the Agence France-Presse that the 15-member FMLN
delegation would continue participating in peace talks with the government while simultaneously
escalating military actions in response to the assassination of Antonio Cardenal. (See "El Salvador:
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Rebel Commander Antonio Cardenal Killed in Army Ambush," CAU 04/17/91.) Pena said that when
talks resume April 16, "the government better make some decisions. All of the cards are on the
table and the issues have been amply debated." In particular, said Pena, one of the most important
decisions concerns reform of Article 248 of the constitution. The government has until the end of
the month, or the closing of the current National Assembly session. Failure to reach agreement on
constitutional reforms will "complicate the equation and we will have to find new alternatives"
for ending the conflict. April 16: Peace talks between government and rebel delegations in Mexico
resumed. At a press conference in Mexico City, representatives of the National Unity of Salvadoran
Workers (UNTS) told reporters that the talks "will not automatically lead to democracy." The UNTS
spokespersons asserted that the government "uses the war" to impose a political and economic
program on Salvadorans which generates impoverishment. In order to continue its program, they
said, the government claims the rebels are intransigent and rigid in peace negotiations. April 17:
During a press conference in San Jose (Costa Rica), Spanish Foreign Minister Francisco Fernandez
Ordonez said that he is not optimistic about prospects for a ceasefire based on the current peace
talks in Mexico. He added that the outcome "could go either way." (Basic data from EFE, 04/12/91,
04/13/91, 04/17/91; AFP, 04/11/91, 04/12/91, 04/14- 16/91; ACAN-EFE, 04/12/91; AP, 04/12/91; Inter
Press Service, 04/13/91)
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